Abstract. Evidence from a long-term study of red-winged blackbirds, Agelaius phoenicus, in Washington has indicated that females preferentially nest in territories of males that are familiar with their neighbours, perhaps because familiar males cooperate in nest defence. Data presented here from a long-term study in Ontario indicated that an average of 55% of territorial males returned from one year to the next, and of those, 81% reoccupied their former territories, so males were often familiar with their neighbours. Also 40% of breeding females returned to the study area between years (76% of those individuals returned to the same marsh), allowing the possibility of females recognizing males that were familiar with each other. However, no advantage to females, or preference by females, for familiarity among male neighbours was found. In fact, females were more successful on territories with one or more new neighbours because of reduced nest predation. These results, in conjunction with observations of male interactions with their neighbours during focal observations and model predator presentations,
When two male birds hold neighbouring territories their relationship can be thought of as adversarial. By definition, both males actively exclude each other from their respective territories and compete with each other for access to females, including each other's mates. None the less, relative to other territorial males in the population, neighbours are 'dear enemies' (Fisher 1954) in that they can potentially benefit from their association, despite their conflicting reproductive interests. Recently, Beletsky & Orians (1989a) presented data from a long-term study of redwinged blackbirds, Agelaius phoeniceus, showing that females preferentially nested on territories of males with familiar neighbours and may have realized higher reproductive success by doing so. In this study I use data from a long-term study of another red-winged blackbird population to determine the generality of the patterns reported by Beletsky & Orians (1989a) and explore the basis for those patterns.
Familiarity among neighbours occurs regularly in red-winged blackbirds. Although on average, males hold territories for only slightly more than 2 years, some males can return for as many as 8 or 9 years (Beletsky & Orians 1989a) . Because males usually occupy the same territory each time they return, long-term familiarity among neighbours can be established. There is also evidence suggesting that males pay attention to what transpires on their neighbours' territories. Freeman (1987) found that males were more likely to trespass on territories of neighbours that failed to attack a simulated intruder, and Metz & Weatherhead (1991) found that harassment by neighbours appeared to be the cause of territory loss by males given red colour bands. 
